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However wedded she has been by custom or interest to the silver standard,

Mexico has been slowly drifting into a situation in which she must choose be-

tween surrendering a discredited and depreciating standard or hope-

factor in the business and commerce of the

money
lessly handicaping herself as a
world, 8

In the face of steadily ilver values Mexico has clung persistently
the
interests have neutralized to some extent the
But

usefulness

falling s

to 2 standard which has as steadily impaired her purchasing power in

world’s markets. Peculiar local

evils of a currency sinking deeper and deeper into the mire of discount.

with the latest unparalieled drop in bullion quotations silver’'s

as a meney metal has tically vanished, and Mexico and the few other

\m o
’l

countries still accep it at an exploded coinage valuation have been rudely

awakened to the utting their finances at any cost on the only

basis now recognized by the great commercial and manufacturing nations.

andard will, however, require on Mexico’s part much

courage and many sacriiices. The use of silver as a money metal gave a mar-

ket to one of Mexico’s most important products. Her production of silver for

the last five years has averaged in bullion value about $64,000,000. Little of
this can be received hereafter for coinage under the gold standard.

Moreover, with gold at a heavy premium, importations into Mexico ha
greatly slackened. Rising prices for foreign goods have led to the establish-
meént of many flourishing domestic industries. Depreciation of silver has had
the same effect on imports as a high protective tariff. It has barred from the
home market all but the luxuries of consumptien, and has attracted local
capital into varied and profitable manufacturing enterprises.

The problem of President Diaz and Secretary Limantour is now to estab-

lish a new and stable monetary standard without endangering Mexican in-

dustries—to check inflation without entailing panic and bankruptcy.

t is a problem which cannot be worked out in a week or a month; and
there is every indication that the Mexican cabinet will make no move to
salve it which is not grounded on intelligence and hedged with caution.

A first step toward the adoption of the gold standard is the decree of
the Mexican congress, which went into effect on January 1, 1903, directing
the assessment and coliecticn of customs duties on a gold basis. Other steps
may be looked for—ihe prohibition of gold builion exports, the encouragement
of gold mining, the raising abroad of a gold coin fund with which to begin
gold payments snd sustain the parity with gold of the mass of silver left in
circulation.

But these and other measures will come gradually as they are needed in
the diffcult and delivute task of ré-establishing Mexico’s finances and lifting
her to the level on which the greater transactions of business and commerce

are hereafter to be conducted by ali civilized powers.
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OPPORTUNITIES IN ECUADOR.

By THOMAS NAST, Late Consul General of the United States at Guayaguit.

lenty of good opportunities in Ecuador for | There is practically no ebony or mahkogany in, Ecuador,

st of money. Corporations are not re- i but many other beautiful woods are found.
guired to secure special privileges or concessions tr,‘l There are two gcod banks in Guayaquil, and drafts on the
business, unless it be to establish a bank, | United States and Europe are easily negotiated. Ecuador

in v S necessary to conform to the banking lzm's; possesses a gold standard, and exchange is
aid congress, namely, to have a reserve of (hrcr‘-]\ cally the same, viz, about 50 cents United
juarters of the amount of the authorized capital in n‘.u:uli‘.c! to the dollar (sucre) of this country. The gold coin called
in, to guarantee ithe note Issues, et« There is a rs-’ﬂi'd} “condor” is equal te 10 sucres.
opening for a bank in Guayaquil I Ecuador is reasonably healthy, especlally in the country
The gover grant concessions of land | the prevalling diseases being malarial fevers. One soon gets

along the coast the climate

ere most In Guayaquil and

|
of the land E acclimatized.

is occupied by 1d chief reason being because | during the wet season (from January to May) Is very
he territc is in dispute with Peru; it has also refused rub- healthy. The diseases on the coast are “paludie,” “perni- |
ber concessions in the fores of late ars the | clous™ fevers and dysentery.
been properly bled, but cut down. 1 The chief industry of Ecuador is cacao growing, \\'hir‘h
i

and growing of rubber trees is considered

is extremely profitable. The world’s supply of cacao amounts

estments; but few have been planted, | to some 90,000 tons, and of this Ecuador produces 27,000

Yery

{ on aceount of the large supply of wild rubber and the fear that | tons, or about one-third of the total.

. | : |
some a ial matier might be discovered to take its place. i at about $1 per acre. It requires about five years to bring
|
{ The congress of BEcuador has decreed that the executive | a cacao estate into bearing, at a cost of 15 to. 20 cents per

xtraction of rub-

sures to prevent the e tree. The trees yleld on an average one pound each.

1 the forests of the western slope of the country dur-

end of worth

The

*n years, permitting the exploiiation only of | bearing, say, §17,500. At the five years it is

$50,000; at seven years, $75,000, etc. production of 100,000

The gov will pay a premium of 20 cents (9.7 cents | | trees would be 100,000 pounds, worth $11,000 at present. The
gold) for eac planted after the promulgation of x‘u'xs; cost of putting this quantity oun the market, including labor,
jecree, provided that there are uot less than trees at| ete., would be $4,000, leaving a net profit of $7,000.

| 1east one year old on the plantation. This decree goes into Estates are easily sold at the above figures, and if a cap-
1, 1903. Natives engaged in rubber cultivation | ftalist can wait for results for five years he Is sure of a good

yted from military service in time of peace. fncome. In the meantime, “‘catch crops,” such as

n expert duty on cacac of about $2.50 ($1.21| corn, can be grown on the same ground, which is so fertiie
1tal (100 pounds); on rubber, about $5 (32.42| that for the growing of rice, etc., It is never necessary to
tal: on ivory nuts, less than 10 cents (4 cents | plow; a hole is simply made with a machete and the seeds

quintal. put in, and good returns are obtained.

The cap has been quite lately on |
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Current Political Talk.

The Parker Boom Grows.

| Now, with the Hon. Hoke Smith vol-
| untarily, as it appears, undertaking to
| supervise a Judge Parker boom in Geor-
gla and the Hon. Joe Bailey’dlrecung a
similar movement in Texas, it would ap-
pear that the New York jurist might zoon

| be able to “Cannonlze” the Democratic
situation and make the next national

| convention simply a ratification meeting.

There- I1s mu: 1. of significance in the
fact that the {ormer Secretary of the In-
terior has thus early espoused the nomi-
nation of Judge Parker, as it indicates
{that the oid Cleveland wing of the party,
| especially in the South, is likely to take
| most kindly to Parker's nomination, and
| the South having the bulk of the Demo-
cratic votes purposes to have something
10 say as to whom the nominee shall be.

There is likewise a depth of meaning in
| the fact that the Parker sentiment is so
.wranounced in the Lone Star State.
i There is probably no State in the Union
where the lingering remnant of Bryan-
{ism is so strong as in Texas, or where
ithere is a more kindly feeling for the
{ Nebraskan. While fast fades the light
of Bryanism elsewhere, his star is still
aglow with somewhat diminished splen-
dor in the grea: Commonwealth of Texas.
| If, then, Texas 1s so ardent in support of
{ Judge Parker, it may be assumed that
| this advocacy of his candidacy there,
i which has recently become very much in
| earnest, meets with the approval of Mr. |
| Bryan, and that he is willing that the
{ mantie which {8 the insignia of his for-
mer leadership may fal} upon the shoul-
| ders of Judge Parker, instead of the now
impossible Tom Johnsen. This is the
cpinion which many diseerning politi-

them to see “The Commoner” at any time
| contain a complimentary reading notice
“in reference to a member of the New
| York bench

! Should this p uve to be no handieap,
the Hon. Hoke Smith may be successful

bnconSldered Trlfles {in brmging up the other division of the

divided Demu - 1=-cy to the support of the
! same candidate.

Truly, things are looking up in the
| matter ‘of Judg: Parker’s candidacy, but
| meanwhile he appears to be actively en-
| geged with & handsaw at the wood pile,

our pnnsm will have to tone4and ias permitting the conversational part

‘of the game %o be conducted by others.
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Should the directory of the Fifty-
; Eighth Congress contain an accurate and
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AL & s "‘] e g5 jooking out with eyes like | bet you right now he gone off ter buy a singe.
e rlx Oy SLaTs, { Bible on de installment plan!”—Atlanta | The man who, on the face of the re-
Nhlr’K < tsz ™11 tove you, little princess, let me stay.” | Constitution. turns, defeated the Hon. Julfus Kahn by
a? perfect museum | T less than 150 majority, has had a ca-
h curiosities. Among | Behind her bars | She Took Him. reer during the past ten vears which
cap, made, says tradi- | The little princess, grown tco sad m‘; He's a fine retriever, miss.” by comparison, would make the tales in |
useful part of Jo play, . y | “But I don't want a hunting dog.” the ““Arabian Nights” appear emotion-
, and placed on the head | Sits passionately whispering, “T Wait, | ., g pe den't fetch birds. He re-ljess and unexciting. Livernmash is a
yients of university de- in!x, Lover, you are late."” itrieves ping-pong balis.”’—Philadelphia journalist, the representative of umion
a v are =13 —Olive Cons inbows. |Inquirer. ’
those w.at are honor i Olive Constance in Rajx”ﬂsu ‘ »qu - F labor mixed with Democracy, a com-
g e S - —— —— o e B R e posite production of eccentricities. Ten

years ago be was under a mentai cloud,
{and was arrested in the guise of a ne-
| gress armed with deadly weapons, and
still deadlier poisons. He was tried for
murderous assault upon an aged man
whom he sought to make sign a will

clans hold, and it would not surprise |

against his wishes, and after a long and
sensational trial, escaped punishment.
The San Francisco paper upon which
he is now employed as one of its prin-
cipal writers, at that time was the most
lns!ru{nenta] in bringing to light and
publishing the sensational episodes In
which he was the chief actor. Subse-
quently his brother, who by sheer force
of his financial ability’ was a millionaire
@t the age of twenty-two—although he
jbe‘came almas_t 2 mendicant a few years
later-—committed suiecide in a most trag-
ic manner. In consideration of 32100, to
be paid to his wife, the brother of ihe
Representative-clect wrote the complete

story of als own suicide, and he blew
cut his brains. The newspaper with
which he made the contract paid the

sum to his widow, and had a scocop on
{ its contemporaries. Livernash figured
conspicuously In the sensational devel-
opments which foliowed.

Once the successor of Mr. Kahn had
2 hairbreadth escape from becoming the
victim of lynchers whom he was seek-
ing to bring to justice for a similar
crime. After a most thrilling trip over
mountains of snow and ice, he was the
first to reach Dawson City when the gold
{fever was at its highest there, and the
gold hunters were snow-bound, and in
i peril of death by starvation. Again he
came near losing his life.

All of the facts of his interesting ca-
reer were brought out in the recent cam-
paign, which was probably ope of the
most unique ever fought for a seat in
the House of Representatives.

“Big Bill” for Mayor.

The Hon. William S. Devery in a heart
to heart talk to his followers in “de
Ninth’™ has announced that he will be a
candidate for mayror of Greater New
York against any wan who may be
named by the Tammany Hall Democracy,
The “Big Chief” has again been turned
down by the Tammany Ileaders, and
possessing some (-aits whish are at-
tributed to humanity he purposes to
| seek revenge.
| Between the present head of the Tam-
many organization and the former chief
of “the finest” there exists a most loving
enmity second only to the affecticnate
regard which Devery has for the Heon.
David Bennett Hill, and whatever Dev-
ery can do to promote the discomfiture
of Mr. Murphy he will do with & cheer-
fulness bern of determination to get
even for what he believes to be an in-
justice.

What Devery lacks in political acumen
and strategy he makes up in an abi}lty
to corral s band of “rooters,’” and with
the William S. Devery Association as
a nucleus, and the “pump,” made famous
in the last campaign, as a starting
polnt, “the best chief New York ever
had,” to use the language of the former
Mayor Van Wyck, intends to effect an
organization between now and electicn
time for the purpose of booming him
for the,office which is now Slled by the
'rHon. Seth Low. Should be carrv his
| threat intc execution it will be interest-
|ing to watch _the developments,  for,
having no responsibility and ne chance
of election, he might be abie to make
the situation somewhat interesting for
his enemies in Tammany Hall, especial-
iy at a time when Tammany will put

forth lts best efforts to regain its lost
power.

Up to the middle of the last cemtury
the Jews in this country were few, ac-
[ tually, or only about 50,000. They were
red throughout the Unfion, consid-
{ erable colonles existing in the Southern
States, and the intercourse between them
and Christians was friendly. In New-
port] where Jews had settled at an early
peried, their social relations with the
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THE AMERICAN JEWRY.

Greatly Charged Within the Last Twenty Years.

Since about 1880 a very great changs
in the character and the compeosition of
American Jewry has taken place, . By
that year the Jewish population of the
United States had increased to about a
quarter of a million, but since then a
million more have been added to it.
Instead of afiliating with the rest of the
people, as their earlier predecessors had
done so far as possible, these new-
! comers have jealously preserved their
race and religious exclusiveness.

A densely populated Ghetto has grown
up in New York and the Jewish popula-
tion of this town alone has increased
to half a million or more. These later
additions, brought hither within ten
years almost wholly, are intensely or-
thodox and far removed in spirit from
the Jews of older settlement. They
speak the Yiddish jargon and glory in it
as a distinguishing mark. They read
Yiddish papers and magazines, of which
there are now twenty-three in the United
States, and « there are six Yiddish
theaters. The three greatest theaters
on the Bowery are Jewish, the People's,
the Thalia, and the Windsor., and their

managars and some of their actors have

become rich. Theg Yiddish literary move-
ment has received f{ts chief impulse
fRoumanian Jews.—New York

from the
Sun.
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to the disappointment of the Kaliser and !

time. Althcugh one Englishman (Man-
ning in 1811) and two Fremchmen (Huc
and Gabet in #848) professed to have
entered Lhassa, the jealousy of foreign-
| ers felt by the Chinese and the Tibetans
| has been greatly intensified of late years,
lﬂnd the pilgrimage has become practical-

CITY.

ly Impossible. This fact of course only
stimulates the zeal of adventurous ex-
plorers; yet the surest methed of gain-
ing exact knowledge about ihe capital
of Lamaism is that adopted by the gov-
{ ernment of India, which has from time
to time trained natives with a special
view to exaloration in Tibet.

From men very accurate ae-
counts of Lhassa have been derived, and
such painful experi-nces as that of H.
S. Landor in 1897 have been avoided.
Nevertheless, attenpts will doubtiess
continue to be made by individusis who
remember Sir Richard Burtan's success
in Mecca, and upu: whom even the
record of Mr. Landcr's horrible tortures
exercise a certain curious fassination.

He who reaches Lhissa is certain to
gaze upon one of the .sost marvelous
cities that the world has ever known—
a4 maze of temples, shrines, and palaces,
walled n, by gigantic mountain peaks,
and surrounded by the famous Potala,
the acropelis of Lhassa, with its golden
dome and glittering peristyle.

When, however, Lhassa has been open-
ed to white explorers, we may {feel
something of regret; for that wili have
narrowed the field of romantic adventurs,
already growing smaller every day.—
New York Commercial Advertiser.
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